Drawing on fieldwork in a Salvadoran municipio during and after the 2009 presidential elections, this article explores how the affective dynamics involved in elections and routine politics might inform us about the conditions of possibility for specific political imaginaries.
Some people turned on their car radios, from which blared FMLN's election theme songs, featuring refrains such as "Nace la esperanza, viene el cambio" [Hope is being born, change is coming].
The optimism pervading the massive celebrations in San Salvador's streets echoed the sentiment said to have characterized the celebrations that occurred in 1992 at the end of the civil war (Murray 1997: 2-3 Although the signing of the Chapultepec Accords stirred great expectations among Salvadorans, during the negotiations preceding the accords the FMLN relinquished its commitment to economic reform in order to concentrate on political and institutional changes, thereby allowing successive ARENA governments to continue their implementation of an intense neoliberal agenda that was to transform El Salvador from a monoculture export economy into one based on finance, exacerbating the country's longstanding problem of rural poverty (Segovia 2002: 178-182) . Meanwhile, during the post-war era homicide rates have escalated relative to the last stages of the war (Cruz 1998b: 6; Ramos 2000: 9) . Disaffection and disillusionment among ordinary Salvadorans have steadily intensified during the two decades since the war's end as everyday economic and public insecurities became ever more acute (Cruz 1998a (Cruz , 2001 Moodie 2010: 145; Silber 2011) .
I juxtapose these two celebratory moments in the history of El Salvador to raise questions about how hopes stemming from specific political imaginaries are born, maintained and exhausted. Specifically, drawing on my research in the predominantly rural area of Santiago Nonualco, the second largest municipio in El Salvador's La Paz region, I seek to elucidate how Salvadorans conceive of and relate to the state after their country's 'transition' to democracy. Despite the generalized disaffection and distrust among ordinary Salvadorans vis-à-vis state officials and institutions in the late 2000s, a large portion of El Salvador's population participated actively and passionately in the 2009 elections. In the region where I did my research, many left-wing and disaffected Salvadorans who had placed their hopes in the FMLN regarded this party's victory as an opportunity for redress and began engaging the state through clientelist networks following the election. The ways in which ordinary people engaged political networks, I argue, evidence the degree to which Salvadorans conceive of the state as a legitimate interlocutor-disillusionment and disaffection with democracy notwithstanding. In other words, there has been a genuine aspiration to the state that runs parallel to their disaffection vis-à-vis the actually existing state.
A Sense of Possibility
In order to examine popular participation in party politics during El Salvador's elections and their aftermath and to understand the relevance of this participation to state-citizenry relations in a country that has undergone a 'transition' to democracy, I invoke Verdery's (1999: 23-27) appeal to animate or enchant the study of politics. Verdery (1999: 26) has suggested that we animate the study of politics by "energizing it with something more than the opinion polls, surveys, analyses of 'democratization indices,' and game-theoretic formulations that dominate so much of the field of comparative politics." Accordingly, even as I focus in this article on formal political arenas, elections and routine party politics, I do so by concentrating first on The 2009 presidential elections brought to the fore the relevance of ritualized elements and affective dynamics. As underscored by recent ethnographic research on the procedural elements and party politics of other democratic polities (see Banerjee 2007; Coles 2004; Lazar 2004; McDonald 1997; McLeod 1999) , these rituals and affective dynamicsoverlooked in previous analyses of elections-shed light on the processes by which voters calculate their stakes in elections. Abstention, which had predominated in El Salvador's elections until 2004, i has typically been explained as a symptom of cynicism and disillusionment (Cruz 1998a (Cruz , 2001 A few months before the presidential elections, Marta, the seventy-year-old woman who heads my host family, was chatting with a friend below a prominent poster of Mauricio
Funes that she had strategically placed so that it could be sighted from the street. Mauricio Funes's victory speech, in sum, seems to have echoed a predominant postelection feeling among ordinary people who had supported the FMLN during the electoral campaign. "It's our turn now" was explicitly articulated by some and implied by others in their proactive engagements with state officials and FMLN party leaders after the elections.
These engagements took a range of forms, from the goal of securing material benefits via the party to the search for redress for exclusion and wrongdoings during both the wartime and post-war eras. In this sense, Funes's speech and explicit reference to "the turn of the offended" captured a generalized feeling of exclusion and aggrievement. Ordinary people in Santiago were offended by the under-funded, ruinous and corrupted state of El Salvador's public health care; offended by their own exclusion from state-funded programs and the absence of public utilities and public works in their communities; offended by the 1993 Amnesty Law passed by the ARENA governments that imposed silence regarding wartime human rights violations and precluded both retributive and restorative justice. The FMLN victory offered an opportunity for redress and thus for the envisioning of qualitative state transformation, which in turn inspired Salvadorans to attempt to reactivate their relationship to the state through personal networks. These attempts would turn out to be short-lived, as in many cases people soon realized their requests would not be fulfilled.
Citizenship through the State
As described above, after the 2009 elections I witnessed or heard about innumerable attempts by ordinary people in Santiago, as well as other municipios in La Paz, to meet with and make requests of newly appointed state officials. Channeled through letters, phone calls and visits, these initiatives were coeval yet uncoordinated; most had not been preceded by much organizational effort. Prior to the elections, Elena and her colleagues had not planned to shift ARENA's control of the hospital where they worked. Likewise, it was only after the elections that those seeking to benefit from Semilla Mejorada and other state-funded programs from which they had been excluded made efforts to negotiate with FMLN leaders to insist on their inclusion in these programs or expound their requests. Such was also the case for those who suddenly decided to ask about relatives who had disappeared or were assassinated during the Funes's declaration that it was now "the turn of the offended" that encouraged them to embark on the designing of a program of compensation for war victims.
Interestingly, all these initiatives were channeled through the FMLN's clientelist networks.
Clientelism has historically been a salient trait of El Salvador's routine politics. During nineteenth-and early twentieth-century elections-whether national or local-patron-client relations were very much in play in El Salvador (Ching 2014: 36-43) . Rival patronage-based networks, linking members of the landed elite and peasants through clientelist and other bonds (familial, ethnic, and so on), served as the basis for arranging an electoral outcome prior to an election. It is important to note that peasants were not simply subordinated in this relationship of patronage; often they enjoyed a bargaining position. In contemporary El
Salvador, elections work in much the same way-although networks are mobilized through more complex relationships, ideology playing a crucial role in maintaining core constituencies.
During post-war elections, well-known members of both ARENA and FMLN (very often regional deputies) have acted as political bosses whom people approach to ask for favors.
ARENA-being able to mobilize considerably more resources-has even temporarily hired local allies who are leaders in their communities, thereby being able to amass a significant number of votes.
What is distinctive about post-war El Salvador, however, is that the web of relationships constituted by clientelism has among other things served as a means through which people circumvent state institutions and officials for reasons that have as much to do with fear and distrust of the state as with its presumed inefficiency (Montoya 2011: 189-195 ).
Many ordinary Salvadorans regard both political and personal networks as safer, more trustworthy and more efficient channels than bureaucracies for dealing with pressing needs. Even more important is the historical conjuncture afforded by the rise of the so-called New Left in Latin America, which has provided a regional context in which new state-citizenry pacts have been forged, including a 'return of the state' as the subject morally responsible for delivering socioeconomic and political rights (Grugel and Riggirozzi 2012 ). Yet, as already illustrated, in El Salvador the channels through which post-election demands were placed on the new FMLN ruled-state were not state bureaucracies but the more personalized routes provided by clientelist practices.
Overall, given their efforts to channel their post-election petitions through state officials-albeit through those that are part of clientelist networks-I suggest that Salvadorans think of themselves as citizens through the state. Gordon and Stack (2007: 120) have suggested that citizenship cannot be reduced to a relationship with the state and have exposed the historical contingency of the state-citizenship coupling. They contend that, given the state roll-back of the neoliberal era, it is more appropriate to think in terms of citizenship beyond the state. I argue, however, that even as clientelism-as a circumvention of state institutions-might affirm such a delineation, the aspiration of ordinary Salvadorans in a rural municipio to be received by state officials and to channel their requests through them is rather indicative of the extent to which the state in contemporary El Salvador is conceived as a chief political subject. 
Conclusion

